
MEXICO HOUSING AUTHORITY
PET POLICY

Updated June 2023
1.
INTRODUCTION:

It is the intent of the Mexico Housing Authority to comply with the US Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) rules and regulations regarding pets in Public Housing. Therefore, the following rules have been established to govern the ownership and care of pets in and on properties owned and operated by the Housing Authority of the City of Mexico, MO.
Residents of the Mexico Housing Authority (MHA) are permitted to have one (1) domesticated pet provided the following rules are observed Mexico Housing Authority will allow only a common household and domesticated pet such as a dog, cat, bird, rodent (including a rabbit), fish in an aquarium, or a turtle in the housing unit.  No visiting pet is allowed to reside in any unit for any given time as well as no pet sitting.
2.
EXCLUSIONS:
Common household pets do not include reptiles except turtles. If this definition conflicts with state or local law or regulation, the state, local law or regulation shall govern.

This policy does not apply to animals that are used to assist people with disabilities. Assistive animals are allowed with no restrictions other than those imposed on all tenants to maintain their units and associated facilities in a decent, safe and sanitary manner, to refrain from disturbing their neighbors, and to maintain the health and safety of their pet(s). Therefore, a person with a disability may keep a companion or service animal that is needed as reasonable accommodation for his or her disability. Reasonable accommodation can be requested by completing and submitting a Request for Reasonable Accommodation form to the Housing Authority. The Housing Authority may verify the classification of service or companion animal in order to grant an exemption under this policy.
3.
APPROVAL:

All domesticated pets must be registered with the Housing Authority. Residents must obtain prior approval of the Housing Authority by signing a copy of this policy before moving a pet into their unit. 
4. PET DEPOSIT:

A refundable pet deposit of $100.00 for the domesticated pet is required at the time of registering the pet with Mexico Housing Authority. The deposit or unused portion will be refunded to the tenant within a reasonable time frame after the family permanently vacates the unit, unless the deposit is no longer needed due to a reasonable accommodation, and associated pet damages have been assessed and there are no move out, rent or any other miscellaneous charges left on the account. Should the Housing Authority determine that the pet deposit does not cover excessive damage further charges may apply.
5. TYPES AND NUMBER OF PETS ALLOWED:

A maximum number of one (1) domesticated pet is allowed in any unit. Domesticated pets are defined as dogs, cats, guinea pigs, caged birds, and fish aquariums no larger than twenty (20) gallons. No animal may exceed twenty (20) pounds in weight. No exotic animal or reptile shall be allowed. No vicious or intimidating pet including, but not limited to, Rottweiler, Chow, Pit Bull, Doberman, Pinscher, German Shepherd, or as determined by the Executive Director. 
6. INOCULATIONS.
All cats and dogs must be spayed and or neutered with certification of the procedure provided to MHA from a licensed veterinarian. All pets are to be licensed and meet The City of Mexico Code Chapter 3, Animals. Animal Care and Control, yearly with the City of Mexico (Clerk’s Office) and residents must provide MHA with yearly proof of veterinary shots required for proper licensing.

7. GENERAL CONDITIONS:
A.
All residents must provide proper and adequate water, food, and shelter for their pet(s). No pet may be kept in violation of state or local humane, or health laws. The Housing Authority reserves the express right to enter the resident’s unit to check the well-being and/or remove the pet if there is good cause or reason to do so. MHA also reserves the right to enter and remove the pet and transfer it to the proper authorities subject to the provisions of Missouri State law and / or local ordinances without prior notice.

B.
The pet shall remain inside the apartment unless on a leash and directly controlled by the owner or his representative. The pet must be supervised when outdoors on a leash or chain. The chain must be removed from the lawn area after each use. 
C.
Residents shall take adequate precautions to maintain the unit in a sanitary condition at all times and eliminate any pet odors within or around the unit. Pet owners are not allowed to let pet droppings and waste accumulate. Residents are responsible for the proper disposal of all pet waste. Proper disposal means placing waste in garbage bags or other sealable containers and having the materials removed with the weekly trash pickup. The pet owner shall provide and properly maintain litter boxes for cat waste. Cat litter shall not be flushed down the sewer system. In the event that maintenance staff has to remove pet waste, the pet owner shall be charged $40.00 without any prior notice.
D.
Residents shall not permit any disturbances by their pet, which would interfere with the peaceful enjoyment of other residents; whether by loud or continuous barking, howling, biting, scratching, chirping, or other activities of disturbance.

E.
Residents are responsible for all damage including the cost of fumigation caused by their pet.

F.
Residents are prohibited from feeding stray animals. The feeding of stray animals shall constitute having a pet without permission.

G.
Residents who violate these rules are subject to:
1.
The removal of the pet from the unit within 14 days of notice,



and/or

2.
Eviction

H.
Residents shall notify the Housing Authority of the address and telephone number of the custodian for the pet during extended absences from the unit.
The privilege of pet ownership may be revoked at any time subject to the Housing Authority’s Grievance Procedure if the animal becomes destructive, a nuisance or safety hazard to other residents, or if the pet owner fails to comply with all of the requirements of this policy/agreement.
	 Please list household pet: Number of Pets_________

	 1.
	Breed
	
	Male  FORMCHECKBOX 

	Neutered Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  FORMCHECKBOX 

	Female  FORMCHECKBOX 

	Spayed Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
 No  FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	Weight
	
	Pet’s Name
	
	City License
	____Yes ____ No

	I have read and fully understand the above policy/regulations regarding pets and agree to comply with the terms and conditions contained therein.

	

	Head of Household Signature
	Date

	

	Spouse or Co-Head Signature
	Date

	

	Mexico Housing Authority Signature
	Date

	
	


_____ I certify that I have read the MHA Pet Policy
_____ I certify that I have read the MHA Pet Policy and my Household has no Pet.


